S, PRESS REL EASE

= = . )
2 y¥'% S HouseArmed Services Committee
“ners  Floyd D. Spence, Chairman

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Maureen Cragin
March 23, 2000 Ryan Vaart
(202) 225-2539

SpeNcCE ReacTs 1o PaTRIOT MissiLE (PAC-2) FaILURE

“I amvery concerned by therecent failurerates of the PAC-2 missiles. Thismissile system represents
the nation’sonly capability to defend against theater ballistic missilesandiscritical to the protection and readi-
nessof our forces deployed oversess.

“I wasbriefed by the Army yesterday and have been assured that al of themissilesin question have
been replaced with operable missiles and that our forces are not at an increased level of risk. However, |
am concerned that these steps are only short-term and the long-term solution for fixing yet another military
shortfall hasnot yet been determined. The committee will closely monitor the Army’seffortsto determine
the cause of thefailure, aswell as proceduresto ensure that such incidents do not occur in the future.”
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